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afford since the only money they'd made had come from selling the wooden boxes they used to cart the corpses outside the hospitals. The director and his French guests made sure to pay respect to the two so-called foreigners, giving them the same fee as the richer of the two French couples. When it was all
over, they went back to the Villa Louve. The somberness of life in a foreign country having been drained out of their system, the three friends partook in a frothy champagne celebration. Afterwards, the photographer and the doorman drifted away. Nina was the only one to stay with Carmen: he couldn't find the
strength to leave her. During the course of that night she told him the secret that had been haunting her since she arrived in Paris. After her wedding, her husband had fallen down and hurt himself. There had been a dispute over money, and in an insane rage, he had shattered all the windows in their apartment
with a hammer. Before the injuries healed, he had locked himself up in their room. She had spent a year and a half trying to get him to come out of the room. After his accident and recovery, she had left with her child. Nina had been a bit like Carmen when she was young: when faced with problems, her first
reaction was to run away. She had moved to Paris to study art and to forget about her troubles; but when she ran into them, she reacted like Carmen did: like Carmen, she believed that the world was a place of dreams, where only the most heroic people were chosen to survive. And now the only thing that
seemed real to her was the feeling of being in love with Carmen. He was moved to tears. He hadn't thought about Nina in many years. He and Nina had loved each other with the warmth that comes from losing hope of ever being happy again. Now that she had joined him in Paris, her smile reminded him of the
dawn. He asked her how her life had changed since she arrived. She told
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